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INTRODUCTION 

Promising Practices for Summer Learning 

As we begin the 2023-2024 school year, the fifth year affected by the Coronavirus, we continue to face 
additional variants of the virus as well as new challenges, such as how to best combat interrupted 
learning and mitigate how students were immediately affected and impacted long-term by the 
pandemic. Summer Learning Programs can help us address these challenges. Summer Learning 
Programs that incorporate family and community engagement, physical activity, social events, and 
academic enrichment within emotionally supportive and inclusive environments ensure higher rates of 
staff and student resilience, social emotional health, and academic competency as we continue to 
respond to the pervasive impact the pandemic has had on students and school staff alike. 

Summer Learning Programs, unlike traditional Summer School Programs, typically integrate 
recreational, cultural, and/or enrichment activities, blend remediation with enrichment activities and 
more advanced curricula, and focus on positive relationships among peers and with adults. Schools 
should focus on activities that enhance students’ coping skills, motivation, self-regulation, and self-
efficacy, as these attributes can contribute positively to student success (Bañeres et. al, Birdman et. al). 
The goal of Summer Learning Programs is to help students make connections and find success, 
persistence, and 
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they are and guide them in an authentic life-long learning process. A high-quality Summer Learning 
Program requires a strength and asset-based perspective to adapt lessons and embrace the resiliency 
gained by students, staff, and the community. 

Use of Community Resources and Partnerships  

High quality Summer Learning Programs designed to meet students where they are and use the 
students’ pre-existing communities can greatly assist students in making positive connections to school. 
Using pre-existing student relationships, community partners, and communities can increase the 
program’s capacity to meet diverse student needs and learn about students and their families, including 
their strengths, needs, and aspirations. Learning collaboratively as a part of a larger community will 
help young people reach their full potential, whether that larger community means the classroom and 
school community, the local community, or even a small, personal community of friends.  

When planning Summer Learning Programs, schools will want to incorporate local and state-wide 
resources to provide a depth and capacity to activities and services that may otherwise be unattainable 
by districts. Incorporating partnerships into the planning, development, and implementation of a 
summer program can increase awareness, stakeholder support, produce essential feedback, and 
encourage community engagement with school staff and students. Local collaborations that are 
available statewide may include the use of local libraries, parks and recreation sites, historic 
preservation centers, colleges, and universities. 

Social Emotional Learning 

Summer programs present a unique opportunity to build and reinforce student and adult social 
emotional competencies before the return to school in the fall. Social Emotional Learning (SEL) is 
important for all people to practice, regardless of age, and within a school system it can help effectively 
prepare students to succeed in school and in life. SEL enhances the development of lifelong skills, and 
is the learning process for people to “acquire and apply the knowledge, skills, and attitudes” to: 

• develop healthy identities, 
• manage emotions, 
• achieve personal and collective goals, 
• feel and show empathy for others, 
• establish and maintain supportive relationships, and 
• make responsible and caring decisions. 

Summer Learning Programs that incorporate SEL can support social emotional well-being and create 
an opportunity for students to build resilience and maintain meaningful relationships with individuals 
from different social and cultural groups and throughout the community. “SEL advances educational 
equity and excellence through authentic school-family-community partnerships to establish learning 
environments and experiences that feature trusting and collaborative relationships, rigorous and 
meaningful curriculum and instruction, and ongoing evaluation. SEL can help address various forms of 
inequity and empower young people and adults to co-create thriving schools and contribute to safe, 
healthy, and just communities.” (Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning, 2023). 

In November 2022, the New York State Education Department released a revised version of the Social 
Emotional Learning Benchmarks that encouraged greater focus on equity and adult social emotional 



New York State Education Department 7  

competencies to better support young people’s and adults’ well-being, academic achievement, and 
capacity to thrive. The 2023 Summer Learning Programs can provide a special opportunity for districts 
and schools to serve their whole community, students, and adults, in the development of their social 
emotional competencies. Districts are encouraged to utilize the revised Social Emotional Learning 
Benchmarks within their summer programs and to provide professional development in delivery of the 
benchmarks and growth of competency for professionals. Districts are encouraged to utilize the 
following framework, guide, and activities: 

• Social Emotional Learning: Essential for Learning, Essential for Life (August 2018), which 
explains SEL concepts and the need for and benefit of SEL in New York 

• Social Emotional Learning: A Guide to Systemic Whole School Implementation (March 
2019), which provides strategies and resources for districts and schools  

• Social Emotional Learning Activities and Teaching Practices (updated 2021), which provides 
district-developed crosswalks aligning SEL core competencies, subject area standards, sample 
SEL activities, and general teaching practices. 

Deliberate development of SEL competencies paired with frequent opportunities to practice them builds 
a foundation of factors that support positive social relationships and behavior outcomes, positive mental 
health, and a stronger sense of belonging and identity. SEL must be intentionally nurtured and 
supplemented through supportive school and classroom environments that offer opportunities for 
explicit instruction in related skills and opportunities for practice. 

Designing Summer Learning and Assessment 

Schools are encouraged to take advantage of the opportunities that summer presents to redesign 
Summer Learning Programs to incorporate approaches to teaching and learning that give students 
opportunities to develop and apply knowledge and skills with hands-on activities in settings that 
resemble authentic, real-life situations. These types of learning experiences not only promote students’ 
deeper learning and higher-order thinking skills; they can also build student engagement and 
confidence by putting them at the center of teaching and learning. 

When designing learning programs for students, schools are encouraged to incorporate the following: 

�x Active, engaging, hands-on learning that encourages student participation, 
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performance-based approaches, which can range from simple, “on-demand” tasks that can be 
completed in a brief amount of time, to longer and/or more complex tasks—for example: 

�x Analyzing and proposing solutions to real-world problems 
�x Analyzing literary or historical documents in an essay 
�x Building a prototype, device, or structure 
�x Conducting and analyzing a laboratory investigation 
�x Creating a work of art 
�x Learning and demonstrating a technique (e.g., welding or pipetting) 
�x Designing and delivering a multi-media presentation 
�x Developing a computer program 
�x Game-play in physical education 
�x Preparing for and participating in a debate 
�x Rehearsing and performing in a theatrical, dance, or music production or video 
�x Researching a topic and writing a report 

Schools may reference resources developed through the Department’s Performance Learning and 
Assessment Network (PLAN) pilot program, which aims to help New York explore the conditions and 
supports schools need to transition to a research-based comprehensive assessment strategy designed to 
communicate feedback to students, parents, faculty, and the community, and to improve the quality of 
education. 

In the PLAN Pilot, NYSED will seek to deepen the connection between assessment and quality 
teaching, learning, curriculum, and instruction. This initiative will look to match promising models for 
high-quality teaching, learning, and assessment strategies with participating pilot schools interested in 
multiple ways for students to demonstrate their mastery of learning standards. 

For more information and resources, visit NYSED’s website, where you can find: 

�x A webinar video featuring a presentation by Dr. Linda Darling-Hammond on performance-
based approaches to deeper learning; 

�x �$���)�D�F�W���6�K�H�H�W�×�Z�L�W�K���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H-based learning and assessment; 
�x Videos of performance-based learning and assessment in practice; and 
�x Resources on performance-based approaches to career and technical education and work-based 

�O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���× 

Outside Fun/Safety 

The Summer months are a time for outdoor fun, but it is imperative to make sure your students are safe 
while having their summer fun. Programs should be mindful of health and weather factors that could 
put students at risk such as dehydration, heat related illness and sun exposure. Programs and districts 
are encouraged to review the New York State Center for School Health resources regarding summer 
heat related risks. 

Summer Meals 

Districts should include adequate nutrition and snacks for students participating in summer 
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SUMMER SCHOOL PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS 

NOTE: This Handbook is provided to assist schools for 2023 voluntary summer school sessions only. 
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�x Secondary schools must provide daily instructional experiences of at least one hour but not more 
than five and one-half hours (8 NYCRR §110.2[d]). 

�x Non-instructional activities in excess of five and five and one-half hours per day (as applicable to 
elementary and secondary schools, respectively) are not aidable. 

�x 
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problem- based learning, tutoring, online centers, and peer-to-peer support. To be aidable, the 
combined synchronous instruction and asynchronous instructional experiences must amount to 
between one and five hours per day (elementary) and between one and five and one-half hours 
per day (secondary). To the extent required by law and regulation, synchronous instruction must 
be provided by a teacher certified in the subject area and must include regular breaks if delivered 
for longer than one hour. 

�x Provide instructional learning experiences and activities that would be equivalent to a minimum 
of 20 hours of student engagement over the course of the summer program. These hours include 
but are not limited to the synchronous instruction described above. 

�x BOCES that operate elementary and secondary summer school programs via online or blended 
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for the tuition of resident students who attend summer school in other districts (Appeal of Stamler, 38 Ed 
Dept Rep 292, Decision No. 14,036; Matter of Roman and Battle, 14 id. 247, Decision No. 8,954). 

School districts may seek recovery of costs for lost books or other liability that an individual student may 
incur. However, school districts may not withhold admission to the next semester, report cards, 
transcripts, recommendation letters, textbook loans, or other entitlement for lack of payment. 

Nonresident Students 

A school district operating a summer school or participating in a BOCES regional summer school may 
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continuing enrollment in the fall in the same district that provided the summer school program, the 
student’s enrollment record for the school year should begin on July 1. If the summer program is provided 
by the district in which the student was enrolled the previous year, but the student will enroll in a different 
district or charter school in the fall, the first district should provide an enrollment record with beginning 
date July 1 with the appropriate Reason for Ending Enrollment Code and the date that summer school 
ended. 

Students who turn 21 during a school year should be reported in SIRS. If students attend summer school 
immediately following the school year in which they turn 21, they should be reported in SIRS. Records 
for these students should not be reported in the SIRS after they complete this school year or summer 
school term. 

Summer School is a school-level service. All program services designated as “school level” require an 
eligibility determination each time the student changes buildings either within the school district or to an 
out-of-district placement. The school providing summer school services can differ from the school a 
student attends during the regular school year. Do not end a student’s enrollment record in the school the 
student attends during the regular school year if the student is attending only summer school in a different 
school. All students participating in summer school programs must be reported with a Program Service 
Code for summer school participation. Therefore, a new Programs Fact record is required each time a 
student receiving this type of program service changes building, assuming the program service continues. 
As such, this program service requires a BEDS code. School-level services usually require a building 
level BEDS code. However, for this program service, use the following to determine the BEDS code to 
use when reporting these students: 

The Program Service codes are based on the reason the student is taking this program: 

�x Reason A: This is the first time the student has taken this program, or the student is taking this 
program for advanced enrichment. 

�x Reason B: This student is taking this program as academic intervention, to improve their grades, 
or because the student is at risk of failing State tests. 
Program Reason A Reason B 
English Language Arts 2751 2861 
Mathematics 2752 2862 
Science 2753 2863 
Social Studies 2754 2864 
Technology 2755 2865 
The Arts   2756 2866 
Languages Other Than English 2757 2867 
Health 2758 2868 
Physical education 2759 2869 
Driver Education  2760 2870 
Other 2761 2871 

�x When the service provider is the district accountable for the student's performance and the building 
the service is provided in is: 

o Known, use the BEDS code of the building where the student receives the service, or 
o Not known, use the BEDS code of the district where the student receives the service. 
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�x When the service provider is an out-of-district placement (other than a public school district) and 
is not the district 
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ELLs who are transitioning between school levels (elementary to middle school, or middle to high 
school). 

New York State Identification Test for English Language Learners (NYSITELL) 
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order to reestablish and maintain individualized education program (IEP) goals and objectives mastered 
at the end of the previous school year. A recommendation for ESY programs and services must be made 
by the CSE on an individual student basis. 

ESY programs and services operate under different program requirements, funding mechanisms and 
approval processes than summer school programs. Additional information about ESY programs and 
services and the application for approval to operate ESY programs and services are available on the 
Office of Special Education’s Frequently Used Special Education Applications webpage. Questions 
regarding ESY programs and services may be directed to the Office of Special Education at 
speced@nysed.gov. 

Education Law §4408 provides that the CSE-responsible district may file a Request for Reimbursement 
Approval for school-age students with disabilities with ESY programs and services who are placed in 
SED-

https://www.nysed.gov/special-education/frequently-used-special-education-applications
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/schoolhealth/schoolhealthservices/schoolnursememo.html
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/schoolhealth/schoolhealthservices/schoolnursememo.html
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/documents/OnetoOneNSGQAFINAL1.7.19.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/documents/OnetoOneNSGQAFINAL1.7.19.pdf
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obtaining emergency medical services if necessary. 

The Concussion Management and Awareness Act (Education Law §305[46], as added by Chapter 496 
of the Laws of 2011), and §136.5 of the Commissioner’s regulations require any student who has 
sustained or is suspected of sustaining a head injury be immediately removed from athletic activities. 
Students may not return to athletic activities until they have been symptom free for a minimum of 24 
hours and have been evaluated by and receive written and signed authorization to return to activities 
from, a licensed physician (8 NYCRR §136.5[d][2]). Regardless of where a student sustains a 
concussion, any student who is diagnosed with a concussion requires both physical and cognitive rest, 
and schools should make accommodations as recommended by the treating healthcare provider for such 
students, along with following district policies on concussion management. Additional information on 
the law and related issues is available in NYSED’s Guidelines for Concussion Management in Schools 
July 2022. 

The Dominick Murray Sudden Cardiac Arrest Prevention Act, Education Law Article 19 §923 and 
Commissioner’s regulations §136-9 require any student displaying signs or symptoms of pending or 
increased risk of sudden cardiac arrest (SCA) be immediately removed from athletic activities and not 
resume athletic activity until they have been evaluated by and received written and signed authorization 
from a licensed physician. Schools must retain such authorization in the student’s permanent health 
record (a.k.a. cumulative health record). Students participating in physical activities, such as PE class, 
who display signs and symptoms of SCA are to be immediately removed from such activity and 
evaluated by and receive written clearance from a healthcare provider [physician, nurse practitioner 
(NP) or physician assistant (PA)] before returning to such activities. Additional information is available 
in NYSED’s Managing Emergency Healthcare and Communicable Diseases in the School Setting. 

Medications 

The administration of medications to students in all New York schools is governed by Article 139 and 
Article 19 of Education Law. More information and guidance on medication management in schools can 
be found in NYSED’s Guidelines for Medication Management in Schools October 2022. Other memos 
related to medications in schools that administrators should be familiar with include: 

�x NYS Nursing: Practice and Alerts & Guidelines: RN & LPN Practice Issues: Administration of
Medications

�x Clarification on Insulin Pumps

�x Administration of Medications to Students at School Sponsored Events by Parent/Guardian
Designee

There are three functional categories of students when it comes to medication administration in schools. 
They are nurse dependent students, supervised students, and independent students. More detailed 
information on each functional category and the particular parameters for the administration of 
medication to such students can be found beginning on page 14 of the Guidelines for Medication 
Management in Schools October 2022.  

Pursuant to Education Law §§916, 916-a, and 916-b, students must be allowed to carry and self-administer 
certain medications if they have both an order and an attestation from a health care provider confirming 
the student has demonstrated they can self-administer their medications effectively, along with written 

https://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/documents/FinalConcussionGuidelines7_6_2022PDF.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/documents/ConcussionManageGuidelines.pdf
https://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/schoolhealth/schoolhealthservices/Section136-9.html
https://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/documents/managing-emergencies-and-communicable-diseases.pdf
https://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/documents/medication-management.pdf
https://www.op.nysed.gov/professions/nursing/rn-lpn-practice-issues/medication-administration-by-unlicensed-persons
https://www.op.nysed.gov/professions/nursing/rn-lpn-practice-issues/medication-administration-by-unlicensed-persons
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/schoolhealth/schoolhealthservices/insulinpump.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/schoolhealth/schoolhealthservices/fieldtrips.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/schoolhealth/schoolhealthservices/fieldtrips.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/schoolhealth/schoolhealthservices/fieldtrips.pdf
https://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/documents/medication-management.pdf
https://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/documents/medication-management.pdf


https://www.schoolhealthny.com/ny
https://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/documents/medication-management.pdf
https://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/documents/medication-management.pdf
https://www.schoolhealthny.com/ny
https://www.schoolhealthny.com/ny
https://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/documents/medication-management.pdf
https://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/documents/medication-management.pdf


https://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/schoolhealth/schoolhealthservices/#AED
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Information regarding Driver and T
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Summer Instruction for Initial Credit 

Summer instruction provided for initial credit should align with the Promising Practices for Summer 
Learning and must provide at least 45 hours of instruction, or the equivalent, to culminate in one-half 
unit of credit, and 90 hours of instruction, or the equivalent, to culminate in one full unit of credit. 
Equivalent shall mean a minimum of 45 hours (one- half unit of credit) or 90 hours (one unit of credit) 
of instructional time for instruction delivered in a traditional face to face model or through alternative 
instructional experiences, including but not limited to digital technology or blended learning, that 
represents standards-based learning under the guidance and direction of an appropriately certified 
teacher. Instructional experiences shall include, but not be limited to, meaningful and frequent 
interaction with an appropriately certified teacher, academic and other supports designed to meet the 
needs of the individual student and instructional content that reflects consistent academic expectations 
as in-person instruction. Any alternative instructional experience must include meaningful feedback on 
student assignments and methods of tracking student engagement. 

If students wish to earn initial credit by enrolling in a summer program at a school or district other than 
one arranged by their school or home district, students are advised to seek prior permission in order to 
ensure credit will be accepted by their home school. The decision of whether to grant credit for 
coursework completed outside of the school in which a student is enrolled lies with the school in which 
the student is enrolled. To receive credit for coursework completed, students should seek approval from 
the home school prior to participating in the summer school program. 

Attendance for Initial Course Credit 

Awarding credit is not dependent upon any State-mandated attendance requirements. Attendance 
policies are locally determined. As noted below, districts and BOCES must use a proration of regular 
school year attendance requirements contained in the board of education-approved attendance policy for 
summer school. Districts and BOCES may adopt an attendance policy requiring minimum attendance 
for students to receive academic credit. These policies may provide that a properly excused pupil 
absence does not count as an absence for determining course credit eligibility if the student has 
performed any assigned make-up work (8 NYCRR §104.1[i][2][v]). See Part 104 of the Commissioner’s 
regulations for all applicable requirements. 

Summer School Instruction Delivered Via Online and Blended Learning 

Pursuant to §100.5[d][8][9] and [10] of the Commissioner’s regulations, districts, charter schools (as 
authorized), registered nonpublic schools, and BOCES may offer summer school opportunities using 
online or blending learning experiences. Districts and BOCES must ensure that instruction: 

�x aligns with the applicable NYS learning standards for the subject area; 
�x provides for documentation of student mastery of the learning outcomes; 
�x is provided by or under the direction and/or supervision of a certified teacher to the extent 

required by law; 
�x includes regular and substantive interaction between the student and the teacher providing 

direction and/or supervision; and 
�x satisfies the summer school credit requirements. 

For additional information pertaining to Credit for Online or Blended Learning, see Commissioner’s 
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regulations section 100.5 and the previous section Summer School Delivered via Online or Blended 
Learning. 
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STATE AID AND OPERATING INFORMATION 

There is no separate categorical aid for general education summer school programs. Districts are provided 
with summer school funding by including the average daily membership in district-operated summer 
school programs in the pupil count used to calculate Foundation Aid. Expenses for district participation 
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A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  S c h e d u l e  The examinati2.7administrati2.7schedule for August is7available 2.7page 2 9  of this7document and is7also a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e  N Y S  A ugust 2023 Regents7Examinati2.7Schedule w e b p a g e .  
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�x All students taking the August 2023 Regents Examination in Physical Setting/Earth Science, including 
those retaking the written examination, must take the Earth Science Performance Test (Part D) during 
the two-week period immediately preceding the August written examination. This performance test 
must be administered to each student in one continuous block of time in one day. Scores earned by 
students on the Earth Science Performance Test taken in conjunction with prior administrations of this 
written examination may not be carried over and applied to the student’s final examination score for 
a subsequent Regents Examination. Only the performance test score earned by the student in this two- 
week period immediately preceding the written examination may be used to determine the student’s 
final examination score for the August 2023 

http://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/high-school-regents-examinations
http://portal.nysed.gov/
mailto:examrequest@nysed.gov
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STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT CONTACTS 
 

Driver and Traffic Safety Education 
Website: http://www.nysed.gov/career-technical-education/driver-and-traffic-safety-education-dtse 
Phone: 518-486-1547 
Email: EMSCDRVED@nysed.gov

http://www.nysed.gov/career-technical-education/driver-and-traffic-safety-education-dtse
mailto:EMSCDRVED@nysed.gov
http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed
mailto:OBEWL@nysed.gov
http://www.nysed.gov/edtech
mailto:edtech@nysed.gov
http://www.nysed.gov/essa
mailto:conappta@nysed.gov
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/irs/
https://datasupport.nysed.gov/hc/en-us
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/oisr/
mailto:oisr@nysed.gov
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/
mailto:speced@nysed.gov
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/quality/regassoc.htm
mailto:seqa@nysed.gov
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction
mailto:emscurric@nysed.gov
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Office of State Aid 
Website: https://stateaid.nysed.gov/ 
Phone: 518-474-2977 
Email: OMSSAMS@nysed.gov 

Office of State Assessment 
Website: http://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment 
Phone: 518-474-5902 
E-mail: emscassessinfo@nysed.gov 

Office of Student Support Services 
Website: http://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/summerschool/ 
Phone: 518-486-6090 
Email: StudentSupportServices@nysed.gov 

School Health Services 
Website: http://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/schoolhealth/schoolhealthservices/ 
Phone: 518-486-6090 
Email: StudentSupportServices@nysed.gov 

Student Centered Technical Assistance Support 
Website: https://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/ 
Phone: 518-486-6090 
Email: SCTAS@nysed.gov 


