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Document 2 

32 Based on this document, state one historical circumstance that supports American expansion in the 

1890s. [1] 
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Document 3 

While running for the United States Senate in 1898, Albert Beveridge argued in favor of American 

expansion. 

. . . In Cuba, alone, there are 15,000,000 acres of forest unacquainted with the ax, exhaustless 
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Document 4a 
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Document 5 

Republican Party Platform 

. . . In accepting by the Treaty of Paris the just responsibility of our victories in the Spanish 

war, the President [McKinley] and the Senate won the undoubted approval of the American 

SHRSOH��1R RWKHU FRXUVH ZDV�SRVVLEOH� WKDQ WR�GHVWUR\�6SDLQ¶V�VRYHUHLJQW\� WKURXJKRXW� WKH 
West Indies and in the Philippine Islands. That course created our responsibility before the 

world, and with the unorganized population whom our intervention had freed from Spain, to 

provide for the maintenance of law and order, and for the establishment of good government 

and for the performance of international obligations. Our authority could not be less than our 

responsibility; and wherever sovereign rights were extended it became the high duty of the 

Government to maintain its authority, to put down armed insurrection and to confer the 

blessings of liberty and civilization upon all the rescued peoples. . . . 

Source: Republican Party Platform, June 19, 1900 

35 Based on this document, what was one reason the Republican Party supported American 

imperialism?  [1] 
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Document 6a 
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Document 6b 

. . . Those who first pushed the United States toward global military power²the 

expansionists of 1898²may also claim a measure of vindication. They believed that taking 

Cuba, the Philippines, and other island nations would be the first steps toward a world largely 

dominated by American power. That world emerged much as they imagined. Entire regions 

fell under the formal or informal control of the United States. This gave Americans almost 

XQOLPLWHG�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�PDUNHWV�DQG�UHVRXUFHV��,Q�WKH VSDFH RI�MXVW D IHZ�JHQHUDWLRQV��

the United States reached levels of national wealth unmatched in human history. This 

prosperity helped propel Americans to victory in two world wars and the Cold War. Henry 

&DERW�/RGJH ZDV ULJKW�ZKHQ�KH SUHGLFWHG�WKDW�RYHUVHDV H[SDQVLRQ ZRXOG EULQJ�³HQRUPRXV�

PDWHULDO�EHQHILWV�WR�RXU�WUDGH��RXU�LQGXVWU\��DQG�RXU�ODERU�´ 
Imperialists believed that American influence would benefit the whole world. This, they 

argued, would happen in two ways. First, Americans who intervened in foreign countries 

would bring the material blessings of civilization: good schools, orderly systems of justice, 

modern transport networks, new jobs, control of tropical diseases. Second, even in places 

where such tangible benefits did not take hold, rising American power would be good for 

HYHU\RQH VLPSO\� EHFDXVH LW PHDQW VWUHQJWKHQLQJ WKH�ZRUOG¶V� PRVW EHQHILFHQW� >JHQHURXV@ 
nation. . . . 

Source: Stephen Kinzer, The True Flag: Theodore Roosevelt, Mark Twain 
and the Birth of an American Empire, 2017 

36 Based on these documents, what was one result of American expansion in the late 1800s?   [1] 

11 



  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

     

    

 

 

 

 

  

     

   

    

  

 

   

  

 

  

 

  

 

   

 

 
 

  

  

    

     

   

    

   

 

 

  

Part B 

Civic Literacy Essay Question (37) 

Directions: 





  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

32  Based on this document, state  one  historical circumstance  that supports American expansion in  

the 1890s.  

Score of 1: 

¶ States a historical circumstance that supports American expansion in the 1890s based on this 

document 

Examples: United States has been an expansionist nation since its birth; United States has been 

constantly growing; tradition of expansion, such as annexation of Texas by the United 

States in 1845; United States grew to over 3 million square miles by the 1890s; 

possession of valuable colonies in Cuba/Philippines/Puerto Rico; several acquisitions 

were made to expand the United States; foreign nations were extending a welcoming 

hand to the United States/wanted to be on friendly terms with Uncle Sam 

Score of 0: 

¶ Incorrect response 

Examples: lesson for anti-imperialists; in 1861 the Union consisted of 34 states; 

Germany/Russia/Italy/Austria/Japan/England/France/China helped the United States 

expand; just kept getting bigger 

¶ No response 

33 According to Albert Beveridge, what is one reason to support American expansion overseas? 

Score of 1: 

¶ States a reason to support American expansion overseas according to Albert Beveridge 

Examples: territories will benefit from American expansion; for economic growth; to control 

other territories; for world power; Cuba/Puerto Rico/Philippines have resources we 

need; we have the right to increase our commerce in Asia; Cuba/Puerto 

Rico/Philippines produce what we consume and consume what we produce; American 

merchants/manufacturers/farmers have the same rights to foreign markets/natural 

resources as those of Germany/France/Russia/England 

Score of 0: 

¶ Incorrect response 

Examples: resources have been trifled with; it would touch fingertips of modern methods; 

America can raise and make our own goods; Asia must be closed to American trade; 

the Black Sea districts are in Cuba; Germany has surplus products 

¶ No response 

14 



  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

34  Based on these documents, what was one  reason for  opposition to American imperialism? 

Score of 1: 

¶ States a reason for opposition to American imperialism based on these documents 

Examples: it is hostile to liberty; it tends toward militarism; subjugation of any people is criminal 

aggression/open disloyalty to the distinctive principles of our government; a self-

governing state cannot accept sovereignty over an unwilling people; United States 

cannot act upon the ancient heresy that might makes right; that all men, of whatever 

race or color, are entitled to life/liberty/pursuit of happiness; the Filipinos have fought 

for/have the right to their independence; to reaffirm that governments derive their just 

powers from the consent of the governed; idea that might makes right is an ancient 

heresy; no nation can long endure half republic and half empire; the 

President/Congress cannot exercise lawful authority beyond/in violation of the 

Constitution; imperialism abroad will lead quickly/inevitably to despotism at home; 

war against the Filipinos has cost more than any profit that could accrue from trade; 

belief that in the land of Washington and Lincoln, all men of any race or color are 

entitled to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness 

Score of 0: 

¶ Incorrect response 

Examples: imperialism is an important United States policy; it is in the platform; in the land of 

Washington and Lincoln; belief in subjugation of people 

¶ No response 

35 Based on this document, what was one reason the Republican Party supported American 

imperialism? 

Score of 1: 

¶ States a reason the Republican Party supported American imperialism based on this document 



  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

  

36  Based on these documents, what was one  result of American expansion in the late 1800s? 

Score of 1: 

¶ States a result of American expansion in the late 1800s based on these documents 

Examples: large number of trade routes developed across Pacific Ocean; many islands became 

United States possessions; United States empire grew in the Pacific; United States 

became a world power; Alaska acquired in 1867; American trade increased; United 

States expanded; United States emerged as world power/global military power; 

$PHULFDQV�JRW�DOPRVW�XQOLPLWHG�DFFHVV�WR�ZRUOG¶V�PDUNHWV�UHVRXUFHV��8QLWHG�6WDWHV�

reached levels of national wealth unmatched in human history; prosperity helped 

propel Americans to victory in two world wars/Cold War; overseas expansion brought 

enormous material benefits to our trade/industry/labor; entire regions fell under 

formal/informal control of United States; Americans who intervened in foreign 

countries would bring material blessings of civilization/good schools/orderly system of 

justice/modern transport networks/new jobs/control of tropical diseases 

Score of 0: 

¶ Incorrect response 

Examples: Australia became a United States possession; the United States ruled the world; New 

Guinea became part of the United States; access to world markets was reduced  

¶ No response 

16 
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Part IIIB 

Content-Specific Rubric 

(Question 37) 

Historical Context: Imperialism in the 1890s 

Throughout United States history, many constitutional and civic issues have been debated by 

Americans. These debates have resulted in efforts by individuals, groups, and governments to address 



  
 

 
 
 

 

  

  

 

 

   

 

 

 

  

 

   

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

 

  

 

 

   

  

  

  

 

 

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

Score of 5: 

¶ Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth by describing the historical 

circumstances surrounding imperialism in the 1890s, explaining at least two efforts to address the 

issue of imperialism in the 1890s by individuals, groups, and/or governments, and discussing the 

extent to which the efforts were successful 

¶ Is more analytical than descriptive (analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates* information), e.g., connects 

the long tradition of American expansion and the interest in expanding trade opportunities as a result 

of the post±Civil War industrial and commercial developments to the national, political, and 

constitutional debates over annexation of the Philippines and the Filipino-American War to the 
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Score of 2: 

¶ Minimally develops all aspects of the task or develops at least two aspects of the task in some depth 

¶ Is primarily descriptive; may include faulty, weak, or isolated application or analysis 

¶ Incorporates limited relevant information from the documents or consists primarily of relevant 

information copied from the documents 

¶ 
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Imperialism in the 1890s 

Key Ideas From Documents 

Historical Circumstances 

Doc 1—By 1890s no interest in actual annexation of territory (economic dominance without direct 

political controls; acquisition of colonies having no prospect of statehood) 

Expansionist mood not national (lack of coherence in political parties; general fragmentation evident from 

Civil War) 

Presence of strong anti-LPSHULDOLVW�IHHOLQJV��UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�$PHULFD¶V�OLPLWDWLRQV�RXWVLGH�RI�KHPLVSKHUH��

fear of incorporation of non-white peoples; worry about negative effects of imperialism on democratic 

institutions) 

Search for new commercial outlets as result of economic hard times of decade (need for markets capable 

of absorbing United States excess stock of manufactured goods) 

Tacit support of federal government in searching for investment fields and foreign markets (to promote 

the good of the economy; safeguard the national interest) 

Doc 2—History of United States is one of expansion (Louisiana ceded by France in 1803; Florida ceded 

by Spain in 1819; Texas annexed in 1845; Hawaii annexed in 1898; Cuba, Philippines, and Puerto Rico 

added in 1899) 

Efforts by political cartoonists to gain support for idea that United States has always been expansionist 

Efforts to Address Imperialism 

Doc 3—Supporters of expansionism in 1898±±$OEHUW�%HYHULGJH¶V�³0DUFK�RI�WKH�)ODJ´�VSHHFK�ZKHQ 
running for United States Senate (15,000,000 acres of forest, exhaustless mines of iron, priceless 

deposits of manganese, millions of unexplored acres in Cuba; riches of Puerto Rico hardly touched; 

FODLP�WKDW�³WKH\�SURGXFH ZKDW�ZH�FRQVXPH��DQG�FRQVXPH�ZKDW�ZH�SURGXFH´��HTXDO�DFFHVV�RI�$PHULFDQ�

merchants, manufacturers, farmers to those of Germany, France, Russia, or England; access to United 

.LQJGRP¶V�FRPPHUFH ZLWK�$VLDQ�PDUNHWV�ZKLFK�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�VKXW�WR�$PHULFDQ�WUDGH� 
Doc 4—Platform of American Anti-Imperialist League opposing imperialism (hostile to liberty and tends 

toward militarism; all men of whatever race or color entitled to life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness; 

VXEMXJDWLRQ�RI�DQ\�SHRSOH�LV�³FULPLQDO�DJJUHVVLRQ´�DQG�RSHQ�GLVOR\DOW\�WR�SULQFLSOHV�RI�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�

government; independence for Cuba and Philippines because they have fought long and hard and it is 

their right; history of protest by United States against international law which permits subjugation of 

weak by strong; sovereignty over unwilling people cannot be accepted by self-governing state; ancient  

KHUHV\�³PLJKW�GRHV�QRW�PDNH�ULJKW´�FDQQRW�EH�DFWHG�XSRQ�E\�8QLWHG�6WDWHV� 
Democratic Party Platform opposing imperialism (belief that Constitution follows the flag; existence and 
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Imperialism in the 1890s 

Relevant Outside Information 

(This list is not all-inclusive.) 

Historical Circumstances 

1DWLRQDO�IHHOLQJ�RI ³1HZ�0DQLIHVW�'HVWLQ\´��8QLWHG�States interest in Caribbean, Pacific, and Asia) 

Turning of United States interests toward distant shores with advances of post±Civil War era (industrial; 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Scoring Worksheets for Training 
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Part III Scoring WorksheetςA 

Level 3 

Meets Criteria 

Scoring Criteria Yes Somewhat No 

Develops all aspects of the task with little depth or develops at least 
three aspects of the task in some depth 

Is more descriptive than analytical 

Incorporates some relevant information from some of the documents 

Incorporates limited relevant outside information 

Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some 
minor inaccuracies 

Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an 
introduction and a conclusion that may be a restatement of the theme 

Level 2 

Meets Criteria 

Scoring Criteria—Level 2 Yes Somewhat No 

Minimally develops all aspects of the task or develops at least two 
aspects of the task in some depth 

Is primarily descriptive; may include faulty, weak, or isolated application 
or analysis 
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Anchor Paper—Level 5 



  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Anchor Paper—Level 5 

many countries around the world. This gives the United States almost as much influence in those 

countries as if they were part of a formal empire. 

31 
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Anchor Level 5 

The response: 

¶ Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth 

¶ Is more analytical than descriptive (imperialism a heated issue during late 1800s as many American 

people, organizations, and political parties shed light on issue allowing the everyday person to see 

both the good and the bad sides of imperialism; Hawaii an example of how controversial imperialism 

FRXOG�EH��8QLWHG�6WDWHV�JRYHUQPHQW�EHOLHYHG�LW�ZDV�LQ�3KLOLSSLQHV¶�EHVW�LQWHUHVWV�WR�QRW�EH 
independent; imperialism let America build up empire that successfully competed with European 

counterparts; needed new markets where excess manufactured goods and overproduced crops could 

be sold; Albert Beveridge encouraged Americans to consider that reciprocal trade would result from 

expansion into Puerto Rico and Philippines; prosperity led to doing good for other nations, saving 

democracy from fascist dictators in 20th century, and victory in Cold War) 

¶ Incorporates relevant information from all the documents 

¶ Incorporates substantial relevant outside information (from earliest East Coast settlements America 

moved into northwest and past Ohio River valley; treaty ending Mexican-
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Anchor Paper—Level 4 

Throughout the History of the US, one major topic of discussion involving constitutional and civic 

issues is imperialism. Imperialism has a long controversial history. It has been discussed by many people 

and groups multiple times. The issue of imperialism is important in American history. 

The United States experiences with imperialism happened over a long time. In fact, the nation was 

founded on the basis of imperialism by the British, who it rejected in 1776. At first, America was 13 states 

in 1783, with an area of 349,849 miles, but gradually, the US obtained more territory, until they reached 48 

states in 1898. Also in 1898, the US annexed the territory of Hawaii outside the continental United States. 

This added to the 48 states we had and brought the square mileage to 3,601,270. (Doc 2). Imperialism had 

become an issue when anti-imperialists opposed Hawaiian annexation in the early 1890s. The US became 

interested in Hawaii for economic reasons and for the port at Pearl Harbor. An important reason for this 

LQWHUHVW�LQ�DFTXLULQJ�WHUULWRU\�FRXOG�EH�UHODWHG�WR�ILQGLQJ�³PDUNHWV�FDSDEOH�RI�DEVRUELQJ�WKH�>8�6�@¶V�H[FHVV�

VWRFN�RI�PDQXIDFWXUHG�JRRGV´��'RF�����$QRWKHU UHDVRQ�ZDV�WR�REWDLQ�UDZ�PDWHULDOV for investment purposes 

�'RF��������$Q�LPSRUWDQW�IRUFH�WKDW�HQFRXUDJHG�WKLV�LGHD�RI�LPSHULDOLVP�ZDV�WKDW�ZH�KDG�DFKLHYHG�µ0DQLIHVW�

'HVWLQ\¶��$PHULFDQV�VXFFHVVIXOO\�JDLQHG�FRQWURO�RI�PXFK�RI�WKH�1RUWK�$PHULFDQ�FRQWLQHQW�WR�WKH�3DFLILF��

After Napoleon, dictator of France, sold Louisiana to Thomas Jefferson in 1803, US confidence continued 

to grow after every new acquisition. After the territories on the west coast had been acquired, the US was 
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Anchor Paper—Level 4 

mother country had seemed wrong to the independent minded colonists and was still wrong. The belief in 
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Anchor Level 3 

The response: 

¶ Develops all aspects of the task with some depth 

¶ Is more descriptive than analytical (to some imperialism was exploitation of a territory for resources 

and to others acquiring territory was important for our national interest and growing economy; United 

States imperialism partly a response to economic hardship; government favored expanding into 

foreign markets that could promote economic stability and national interest by creating new 

opportunities; not every nation submitted peacefully to our control; anti-imperialist leader Carl Schurz 

reminded people that using United States military against Filipino revolutionaries was disloyal to our 

principles; imperialism helped United States expand its influence on market globally since many of 

possessions located on trade routes; gained much national wealth just as imperialists believed we 

ZRXOG��QDWLRQ¶V�ZHDOWK�KHOSHG�ZLQ�ZDUV�DQG�LPSURYH�SHRSOH¶V�OLYHV�DQG�FRXQWULHV�ZH�LQWHUYHQHG�LQ� 
DUJXDEO\�LPSHULDOLVP�FHPHQWHG�QDWLRQ¶V�VWDWXV�DV�D�ZRUOG�VXSHUSRZHU��DQWL-imperialists continued to 

believe United States achieved status in wrong way) 

¶ Incorporates some relevant information from all the documents 

¶ Incorporates limited relevant outside information (Anti-Imperialist League argued United States could 

not force itself on another nation because that violated natural rights America revered; in Declaration 

of Independence Jefferson wrote about natural unalienable rights and right of citizens to overthrow a 

government not respecting those rights; decision made to continue to fight war against revolutionaries 

in Philippines until we gained complete control) 

¶ Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (nation could benefit from new commercial 

outlets in foreign nations following excess stock of manufactured goods; United States expanded west 

beyond Pacific coastline to Hawaiian Islands for economic opportunities; by 1898 imperialists 

interested in Cuba, Puerto Rico, and Philippines and wanted to compete with Germany, France, 

Russia, and England for Asian markets; American Anti-Imperialist League opposed using force to 

enforce policy that subjugated unwilling people; Philippines began to wage war on United States in 

direct rebellion to decision not to grant independence; responsibility for Guam and Wake Islands 

which we possessed since 1890s; Hawaii annexed in 1898) 

¶ Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction that states while United 

States imperialism had a devastating effect on some of our territories it had a mostly positive impact 

on the United States and a conclusion that states people are still torn over the many global 

responsibilities of the United States 

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. While document information frames the 

response, some analytical statements are included. Important concepts are mentioned in the discussion of 

the extent to which efforts were successful but many lack the depth of explanation found in higher level 

responses. 

38 
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Anchor Paper—Level 1 

The controversial topic of imperialism sprouted in the late 1800s, bringing many to share their beliefs 

in the so-called ³$PHULFDQ�H[SDQVLRQ´��2SLQLRQV�UDQJH�IURP�LPSHULDOLVP�EHLQJ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV¶�JRRG�

deed upon other nations to being unconstitutional and immoral. Individuals, groups, and/or governments 

have addressed these issues accordingly. 

The pro-imperialism argument focuses on the benefits that both the US and these foreign nations 

would receive. The United States could acquire millions of dollars worth of iron and manganese, along with 

the delecacies of those nations (coconuts, hemp, sugar) [Doc 3]. In turn, these foreign nations would 

receive protection from the United States [Doc 5]. Such a deal seemed fair and righteous, but they failed to 

see this as unconstitutional. 

The anti-imperialist group points out that this is infringing on the freedoms that these people fought 

KDUG�WR�REWDLQ��>'RF��D@�1RW�RQO\�GR�WKH\�FODLP�LW�LV�ZURQJ��EHFDXVH�³WKH�FRQVWLWXWLRQ�IROORZV�WKH�IODJ�����´ 

[Doc 4b], these people believe that those who would want to expand the United States are blind with greed. 

In the end, it is evident that on a topic such as imperialism, the public opinion is split. This causes 

people to express their opinions and act on them, making history in the process. It is important to 

understand the compelling arguments that both sides brought forth. Referring to these events in the past we 

can better understand how the world we live in today, came about. 
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Anchor Level 1 

The response: 

¶ Minimally develops some aspects of the task 

¶ Is descriptive (opinions about imperialism range from being the United States good deed upon other 

nations to being unconstitutional and immoral; pro-imperialism argument focuses on benefits that 

both United States and foreign nations would receive; foreign nations would receive protection from 

United States; imperialism seemed fair and righteous but others saw it as unconstitutional; anti-

imperialists saw imperialism as infringing on freedoms people fought hard to obtain; anti-imperialists 

believed imperialists were blind with greed) 

¶ Includes minimal information from documents 3, 4, and 5 

¶ Presents no relevant outside information 

¶ ,QFOXGHV�IHZ�UHOHYDQW�IDFWV��H[DPSOHV��DQG�GHWDLOV��8QLWHG�6WDWHV�FRXOG�DFTXLUH�PLOOLRQV�RI�GROODUV¶�

worth of iron and manganese along with delicacies including coconuts, hemp, and sugar; anti-

imperialists claimed constitution followed the flag) 

¶ Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction that mentions different beliefs 

about imperialism and a conclusion that states looking at imperialism in the past can help one better 

understand the world we live in 

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. The discussion focuses on the arguments 

of those who favor imperialism and those who do not. Although awareness of the topic is evident, 

supporting facts, examples, and details are limited. 
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Practice Paper A 

The United States had dealt with many issues to get where it is today and at the turn of the 20th 
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Practice Paper B 

The United States government acquired many territories to gain more wealth. The United States 

acquired weaker nations sometimes using force to gain new commercial outlets and trade markets. These 

acquisitions resulted in much wealth and prosperity for the nation. 

Imperialism has been going on throughout history creating large powerful nations and empires. For 

example, Spain controlled most of latin America, and Britain acquired colonies in North America. As a 

result of America growing in size to 48 states by the 1890s and becoming a larger nation, it became more 

interested in getting more territories to add to its wealth and gain the respect of other nations who were 

taking land outside their borders (Doc. 2). Also, the economy had slowed down in the early 1890s which 

³GLFWDWHG�D�VHDUFK�IRU�QHZ�FRPPHUFLDO�RXWOHWV´��'RF�����WR�JLYH�$PHULFDQ�EXsinesses the chance to trade in 

new places throughout the world (Doc 3). This could improve the national economy and be good for the 

national interest (Doc 1), since there might be less unemployment and unrest among workers and farmers. 

The United States could gain the respect of other nations like Russia, Germany, Italy, Austria, and Japan, as 

the United States took over valuable territories such as Hawaii, which it did in 1898 (Doc 2). Freeing Cuba 

IURP�6SDLQ¶V�UXOH�PRYHG�XV�WRZDUGV�FRQWUROOLQJ�3XHUWR�5LFo and the Philippines. The treaty ending the 

Spanish-American War deepened a difference of opinion that divided the country into imperialists and anti-

imperialists. Not allowing Cuba or the Philippines to be immediately independent was seen by some as 

wrong and out of character for America, while others thought the United States of America could help to 

³FLYLOL]H´�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV�DQG�JLYH�WKHP�³JRRG�VFKRROV��RUGHUO\�V\VWHPV�RI�MXVWLFH��PRGHUQ�WUDQVSRUW�



  
 

 
 
 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

   

 

 

  

Practice Paper B 



  
 

 
 
 

 

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practice Paper C 

Americans have not often completely agreed on things. In the start of the nation, it was Federalism vs 

Anti-IHGHUDOLVP��/DWHU��VODYHU\��,Q�WKH�ODWH�����¶V�WKH�PDLQ�LVVXH�ZDV�LPSHULDOLVP��,PSHULDOLVP��OLNH�DOO�WKH�

other issues, led to efforts by many groups of people to address it, and had different impacts on the 

Country. 

In understanding the conflict and outcome sparked by an issue, one must also understand what 

FLUFXPVWDQFHV�VXUURXQG�WKH�LVVXH��)RU�PXFK�RI�$PHULFD¶V�KLVWRU\�XS�XQWLO�RYHUVHDV�H[SDQVLRQLVP��LW�KDG�

been mostly inwardly concerned. Starting out as a union of 13 states in 1783 (Doc 2), we had to worry 

about the economic and political stability of our new country. Neutrality and isolation was recommended 

by our presidents. The only expansion the US cared about was within the continental US, or what would 

come to be it. What came of that was our nation expanding all the way to California after the Mexican-

American War and finally to 48 states in 1898 (Doc 2). After the industrial, technological, and commercial 

advancements following the civil war, the United States began to feel the need to look outside its borders. 

The US also felt pressured by other nations expanding and their success, fearing being left out and left 

behind. These factors led to interest in looking outward and feeling it was the right time for imperialism. 

Imperialism had support and opposition in efforts to address it. Supporters, such as Albert Beveridge, 

argued that America needed to become expansionist and Imperialist. America could benefit from the 

resources and trade offered by new territories to grow economically and its people had as much right to 

these markets and resources as any other nation (Doc 3). Others shared this view, especially in politics. 

Because of military efforts America acquired territories like Puerto Rico and the Philippines. President 

McKinley supported Senate ratification of the Treaty of Paris. In this treaty Spain had to give those 

WHUULWRULHV�WR�WKH�86�DIWHU�ORVLQJ�WKH�ZDU�WKH\�IRXJKW�DJDLQVW�XV��7KH�5HSXEOLFDQ�3DUW\�EHOLHYHG�6SDLQ¶V�

sovereignty throughout the West Indies and in the Philippine Islands had to be destroyed so the US could 

take liberty to the countries it had saved (Doc 5). The Republican Party hoped their opinion would get votes 

for them. The opposition, however, maintained that imperialism went against liberty and that the 

subjugation of other peoples such as in the Philippines not only went against the ideals of the nation, but 

was not constitutional because the President or Congress did not have any authority to go beyond what the 

Constitution says (Doc 4a & 4b). Groups such as the American Anti-Imperial League attempted to rally 

support against imperialism, as they felt this was the best way to address the issue. They tried to get the 
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Practice Paper C 

country to understand that our country was not giving independence to the Philippines which they deserved 

EHFDXVH�WKH\�KDG�IRXJKW�6SDLQ�VR�ORQJ�IRU�LW��7KH�FRXQWU\¶V�RSLQLRQV�ZHUH GLYLGHG�RYHU�LPSHULDOLVP� 

(IIRUWV�WR�JHW�VXSSRUW�IRU�LPSHULDOLVP�ZRUNHG�DQG�KDG�D�KXJH�LPSDFW�RQ�WUDGH�DQG�WKH�QDWLRQ¶V�ZHDOWK��

The United StatH¶V�LPSHULDOLVW�SRVVHVVLRQV�SXW�WKHP�RQ�WKH�SDWK�RI�PDQ\�PDMRU�WUDGH 

networks (Doc 6a). This made them a major trade power in the world and at the time the US could share its 

ZHDOWK�ZLWK�LWV�SRVVHVVLRQV��%XW�HYHQ�$PHULFD¶V�JHQHURVLW\�ZDV�GHEDWHG��ZLWK�VRPe thinking it was not 

sincere or was done for selfish reasons. Some of the inhabitants of our possessions resented our so called 

generosity because they saw it as another way to control them. In more of a long-term view, the United 

States was able to reach unmatched levels of national wealth because of their trade power, a prosperity that 

also led America to victory in both world wars and the cold war, cementing it as a world power (Doc 6b). 

,PSHULDOLVP¶V�RXWFRPH��DV�LPSHULDOLVWV�JHQHUDOO\�JRW�WKHLU�ZD\�DQG the US acquired territory, was to propel 

the nation to a position of power and wealth; helping to make the country what it is today. 

Imperialism in the late 1890s had opposition, but imperialism also had fervent support. The debate 

surrounding it was an important and complicated one. Overall, America would not have become the 

powerhouse it is if it were not for imperialism. 
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Practice Paper D 

Imperialism is a constitutional and civic issue that has been debated greatly by Americans and others. 

In U.S. history, these debates have resulted in many various efforts by the government and citizens. These 

efforts often impact the American society with varying degrees of success. 

In the 1890s, the United States maintained a strong imperialistic policy. This effected our Foreign 

relationships as well as our way of thinking in the U.S. While some imperialistic efforts helped our foreign 

relationships with Nations such as France, it often resulted in tension with the inhabitants of the land the 

U.S. acquisitioned. In document 5, according to the Republican Party the inhabitants of the Philippines 

ZHUH�PDNLQJ�ZDU�DJDLQVW�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DIWHU�RXU�WUHDW\�ZLWK�6SDLQ�DQG�WKH�8�6�¶V�DFTXLVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�

Philippine Islands. This passage demonstrates precisely how U.S. imperialism can effect foreign relations. 

The United States was interested in the policy of imperialism because it appealed to them in many 

ways. Albert Beveridge says in document 3 that the resources and the commerce of the United States will 

be increased with Cuba and Porto Rico. The U.S. believed they needed the resources that these lands had. 

The U.S was interested in imperialism to expand their own land, resources, and power. 
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Practice Paper E 

behind even as President Theodore Roosevelt exercised his Big Stick diplomacy which continued to expand 

US influence in the Caribbean and around the world. 



  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 
  

 

  

 

 
  

Practice Paper B—Score Level 4 

The response: 

¶ Develops all aspects of the task 

¶ Is both descriptive and analytical (United States acquired weaker nations sometimes using force to 

gain new commercial outlets and trade markets; acquisitions resulted in much wealth and prosperity; 

interested in getting more territories to add wealth and gain respect of other nations taking land 

outside their borders; economy slowed down in 1890s which meant new commercial outlets needed to 

JLYH�$PHULFDQ�EXVLQHVVHV�FKDQFH�WR�WUDGH�LQ�QHZ�SODFHV��IUHHLQJ�&XED�IURP�6SDLQ¶V�UXOH�PRYHG�

United States toward controlling Puerto Rico and Philippines; treaty ending Spanish-American War 

continued a difference of opinion that divided country into imperialists and anti-imperialists; some 

thought United States could help civilize countries and give them good schools, orderly systems of 

justice, modern transportation networks, and new jobs; some thought use of force in Philippines or 

anywhere else was unconstitutional; some felt use of force in weaker nations against their will was 

wrong as might does not make right; Republicans believed American public approved of imperialism 

because United States had to take care of weaker countries such as Philippines; Republicans such as 

McKinley liked idea of America becoming world power and having colonies; decision to keep Puerto 

Rico and Guam and acquiring Samoa and Wake Islands helped establish United States as a world 

power; anti-imperialists in Democratic Party argued just like fighting Filipinos expensive it is also 

expensive to take care of new territories) 

¶ Incorporates relevant information from all the documents 

¶ Incorporates relevant outside information (Spain active in Latin America and Great Britain in North 

America; new trade could improve national economy and be good for national interest since it might 

lead to less unemployment and less unrest among workers and farmers; not allowing Cuba or 

Philippines to be immediately independent was seen by some as wrong and out of character for 

America; in Philippines the United States had to send army to secure power and authority over 

country that wanted independence; when people voted for president or congressmen they would have 

to consider whether they agreed with imperialists or anti-imperialists; anti-imperialist concerns about 



  
 

 
 
 

   
 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

   

 

 

 
 

  

Practice Paper C—Score Level 3 

The response: 

¶ Develops all aspects of the task with some depth 

¶ Is more descriptive than analytical (until overseas expansion United States mostly inwardly 

concerned; after industrial, technological, and commercial achievements following Civil War the 

United States began to feel need to look outside its borders; felt pressured by other nations expanding 

and feared being left out and left behind; led to interest in looking outward and felt it was right time 

for imperialism; could benefit from resources and trade offered by new territories; felt Americans had 

DV�PXFK�ULJKW�WR�PDUNHWV�DQG�UHVRXUFHV�DV�DQ\�RWKHU�QDWLRQ��5HSXEOLFDQ�3DUW\�EHOLHYHG�6SDLQ¶V�

sovereignty throughout West Indies and in Philippine Islands had to be destroyed so United States 

could take liberty to countries saved; opposition maintained imperialism went against liberty, and 

subjugation of other peoples went against ideals of nation and was unconstitutional; anti-imperialists 

tried to get country to understand United States not giving independence to Philippines which it 



  
 

 
 
 

  

 

 

  

 
 

 

    

  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

   

 

Practice Paper D—Score Level 1 

The response: 

¶ Minimally develops some aspects of the task 

¶ Is descriptive (United States imperialistic policy affected foreign relationships as well as way of 
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