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General Information about the New York State Alternate 
Assessment (NYSAA) 
 

About the NYSAA 
The NYSAA is part of the New York State Testing Program that measures student 
knowledge of the Essential Elements (EEs) in the academic areas of English Language 
Arts (ELA), mathematics, and 

https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/node/735
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/node/735
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/node/740
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/node/744
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/state-assessment/admin-of-2022-23-nysaa-memo.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/state-assessment/admin-of-2022-23-nysaa-memo.pdf
mailto:emscassessinfo@nysed.gov
mailto:DLM-support@ku.edu
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/part-100-regulations-commissioner-education
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/part-100-regulations-commissioner-education
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for useful and meaningful participation in society and for self-fulfillment. Students with 
severe disabilities may experience severe speech, language, and/or perceptual-cognitive 
impairments and challenging behaviors that interfere with learning and socialization 
opportunities. These students may also have extremely fragile physiological conditions 
and may require personal care, physical/verbal supports, and assistive technology 
devices. 

Students to be Tested 
Only students with severe cognitive disabilities are eligible for the NYSAA. A 
school’s Committee on Special Education (CSE) determines annually whether a student 
with a severe cognitive disability is eligible to take the NYSAA. The CSE’s decision must 
be documented in the student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP). Refer to the 
Eligibility Criteria for Participation in the New York State Alternate Assessment (NYSAA) 
(memo & checklists) and the Office of Special Education website for the criteria that the 
CSE must use to determine eligibility for the NYSAA. 

Once a student i dii1 (E0 T.004 Tw 0.31 00) (ent)12 ae002 Tw -14.69 -1.152 Tw . 03f 12 3732 3732 3732 3732 .1 Tc 0 Tw t 

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/state-assessment/9-policy-brief-19rev.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/state-assessment/9-policy-brief-19rev.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/special-education/information-related-new-york-state-alternate-assessment-nysaa
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/state-assessment/age_grade_chart_2023.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/state-assessment/age_grade_chart_2023.pdf
https://www.p12.nysed.gov/irs/sirs/
http://www.nysed.gov/special-education/approved-private-special-act-state-operated-and-state-supported-schools-new-york
http://www.nysed.gov/special-education/approved-out-state-programs


http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/10010-home-instruction#AnnualAssessment
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/10010-home-instruction#AnnualAssessment
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/state-assessment/2-medically-excused-19.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/state-assessment/2-medically-excused-19.pdf
mailto:emscurric@nysed.gov
mailto:emscgradreq@nysed.gov
https://govt.westlaw.com/nycrr/Document/I3653535ac22211ddb29d8bee567fca9f?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
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A. Birthdate Ranges for Students with Disabilities Participating in the 
2022-23 New York State Alternate Assessment (NYSAA) 
Students with disabilities participating in the New York State Alternate Assessment 
(NYSAA) are assessed according to chronological ages aligned with grade levels. The 
chart below provides information on the age ranges for students with disabilities 
participating in the 2022-23 NYSAA. Students should be tested based on their birthdate 
in the content areas indicated for each grade level. 
 
Please contact OSA if you have any questions regarding the birthdate ranges for students 
participating in the NYSAA. 

 

Birthdate NYSAA Grade and 
Component  

Reaches this Age Between 
September 1, 2022, and 

August 31, 2023 
September 1, 2013–August 31, 2014 Grade 3 ELA and Math 9 

September 1, 2012–August 31, 2013 Grade 4 ELA and Math* 10 

September 1, 2011–August 31, 2012 Grade 5 ELA and Math 11 

September 1, 2010–August 31, 2011 Grade 6 ELA and Math 12 

September 1, 2009–August 31, 2010 Grade 7 ELA and Math 13 

September 1, 2008–August 31, 2009 Grade 8 ELA, Math, and 
Science 14 

September 1, 2004–August 31, 2005 
Secondary-Level ELA, 
Math, and Science** 

18 

 
*NYSAA-eligible students who meet the age criteria for Grade 4 are NOT expected to be 
tested in science this year. NYSED is transitioning the Grade 4 Elementary-Level Science 
Examination this year, so do NOT roster students to Grade 4 science for spring 2023 
NYSAA. Refer to the Administration of the New York Alternate Assessment in the 2022-
23 School Year for further guidance. 
 
**NYSAA-eligible students who do not meet the age criteria above for the secondary level 
and will be exiting school before they reach their eighteenth birthday must take the 
secondary-level NYSAA before they leave school (i.e., when they are 17 years 
old). NYSAA-eligible secondary-level students who were expected to participate in the 
spring 2020, spring 2021, or spring 2022 NYSAA administration but could not do so are 
NOT expected to take the NYSAA before they exit school. 
 
Reminder: All NYSAA-eligible students noted in the secondary-level age range 
above are assigned to the Grade 9 cohort in Educator Portal, regardless of the actual 
grade that the student is enrolled in at school. The grade must be 9 in the Educator Portal 
system. 
 



https://www.p12.nysed.gov/irs/sirs/
https://portal.nysed.gov/abp
https://www.oms.nysed.gov/sedref/
mailto:EMSCASSESSINFO@nysed.gov
mailto:CBTSupport@nysed.gov
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http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/state-assessment/dlm_reference_resource_guide_2023.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/
https://educator.kiteaai.org/
https://training.dynamiclearningmaps.org/
https://www.dlmpd.com/
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G. Writing Testlets 
There are two types of writing testlets:  

�x Emergent writing testlets are used for students who do not yet have or are 
working on early symbolic understanding.  

�x Conventional writing testlets are used for students who have symbolic 
understanding and can use writing tools to communicate.  

 
To read more about writing testlets, visit Instructional Resources.  
  
The DLM system uses information from the First Contact survey about the student to 
determine which type of writing testlet the student should receive.  
  
The DLM alternate assessment writing testlets are designed to measure student ability 
for between two and six Essential Elements. The Initial and Distal Precursor levels are 
combined in an Emergent writing testlet. The Proximal Precursor, Target, and Successor 
levels are combined in a Conventional writing testlet. Emergent and Conventional writing 
testlets are available for every grade.   
  
In both types of writing testlets, students use the orthography-based tools that they use 
for writing in everyday instruction. Many students taking DLM alternate assessments will 
need the support of a test administrator to assist them in accessing a writing tool. The 
tools must offer students access to all 26 letters of the alphabet. The following writing 
tools are always allowable for use in writing testlets:  
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about familiar topics. The Kite system does not pre-select topics for writing assessments. 
If able, the student should independently select a subject on which to write. The subject 
should focus on an informational topic that is relevant to instruction and familiar to the 
student.  
 
With writing testlets, the test administrator delivers a structured writing activity to the 
student. The test administrator follows a series of onscreen instructions that guide the 
activity. The activity assesses the student’s abilities to use writing to communicate about 
information at an appropriate level given the student’s symbolic understanding.  
 

Educator Directions:   
 
Say:  
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H. Frequently Asked Questions and Answers (FAQ) 
 

1. Why Don't I See Testlets? 
 
There are several tasks that must be completed in order to administer testlets to students. 
When test administrators (teachers or others who are testing students) report that they 
are not able to administer testlets, please check to be sure that all tasks below have been 
completed: 
 

�x The Required Test Administrator training (Moodle) has been completed and all 
quizzes have been passed with a score of 80% or higher.  (i)6 7N.( hi)16 (gher)7  al
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Here's how to extract the reports: 

Users 

o Once logged into Kite Educator Portal, go to the blue REPORTS tab, and 
then select DATA EXTRACTS. 

o Select NEW FILE in the 'Action' column for the 'Users' Extract. In the pop-
ups, select your district (if not already populated) and leave the school field 
blank for a list of all district users. Select a school for a school-specific 
report. 

o Click on "OK". 
o Once the report is generated, a date stamp will replace “in queue” in the 

'File' column. You’ll then be able to click the CSV link to download it. 

Enrollment (students) 

o Once logged into Kite Educator Portal, go to the blue REPORTS tab, and 
then select DATA EXTRACTS. 

o Select “New File” for the 'Current Enrollment' Extract. In the pop-ups, select 
your district (if not already populated) and leave the school field blank for a 
list of all district enrollment. Select a school for a school-specific report. 

o Click on "OK". 
o Once the report is generated, a date stamp will replace “in queue” in the 

'File' column. You’ll then be able to click the CSV link to download it. 

Rosters 

o Once logged into Kite Educator Portal, go to the blue REPORTS tab, and 
then select DATA EXTRACTS. 

o Select “New File” for the 'Roster' Extract. In the pop-ups, select your district 
(if not already populated) and leave the school field blank for a list of all 
district rosters. Select a school for a school-specific report. 

o Click on "OK". 
o Once the report is generated, a date stamp will replace “in queue” in the 

'File' column. You’ll then be able to click the CSV link to download it. 
 
 

4. How do I obtain a TEACH ID? 
 

�x In Educator Portal, the Educator Identifier for public school/charter/BOCES 
teachers is the New York State TEACH ID. This is a required field. 

�x If a TEACH ID is unknown, please enter the teacher’s email in this field as this is 
a required field. 

�x You can also visit the TEACH website to obtain an educator id.  
�x Access TEACH Accounts and IDs for more information. 
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