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INTRODUCTION TO THE NYSESLAT TEST SAMPLER

Each spring across New York State, English Language Learners and Multilingual Learners (ELLs/MLLs) in 
Kindergarten and Grades 1–12 take the New York State English as a Second Language Achievement Test 
(NYSESLAT) in order to assess their English language profi ciency and determine appropriate services in 
Bilingual Education and English as a New Language programs.

NYSESLAT test samplers, or practice tests, are available for educators, students, and parents to show the types 
of directions and questions students will encounterrhen they take the NYSESLAT. It is also an opportunity 
for educators to clarify directions or answer any questions that the student may have.  Th e NYSESLAT Test 
Sampler may be used to help students become familiar with the mechanics of using an answer sheet. Th ese 
samplers are not the full length of the actual test. 

Th e NYSESLAT Test Sampler consists of two separate sets of materials: 









































































 Tom dashed inside. He reappeared shortly and exclaimed, “Mr. Stickler wants me to start 
working for him in Huntington—in two weeks! He’ll teach me to be a mechanic, so now I 
won’t have to work in a coal mine!”
 Raymond smiled at Tom’s joy, but when he noticed the worried look on his father’s face, he 
asked hesitantly, “What’s wrong, Pa?”
 “Raymond, your brother’s work is dangerous and he needs to leave the mine, but our family 
can’t survive on my earnings alone,” his father explained. “I will ensure you’re given a job in 
the mine that isn’t so dangerous, like removing pieces of rock from the coal.”
 “If I work in the mine for hours a day, I can’t practice my fiddling,” Raymond said softly.
 His father mumbled, “I’m sorry, son.” Raymond, feeling sad, glanced at Tom.
 “Don’t despair,” Tom reassured him. “After I get trained, I’ll send money home, and you can 
quit working. Keep practicing so you can win the state contest in 1903.”
 Raymond smiled weakly at his brother, put the fiddle in its case, and latched the lid. “Next 
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