
Why observe children? 

�2�E�V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���W�H�D�F�K�H�U�V���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���W�R���O�H�D�U�Q���D�E�R�X�W���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���Q�H�H�G�V�����L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V�����V�N�L�O�O�V�����D�Q�G���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J��
styles. ��Teachers use observational notes to reflect on what is working in learning centers, what skills can be scaffolded 
�Z�L�W�K���P�R�U�H���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�L�Q�J���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�����D�Q�G���Z�K�D�W���V�S�D�U�N�V���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���H�Q�W�K�X�V�L�D�V�P���I�R�U���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J������ 

Observing children in their natural environment will provide the best objective notes about their developmental stages.  
�)�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����D���F�K�L�O�G���G�L�J�J�L�Q�J���I�R�U���E�X�U�L�H�G���O�H�W�W�H�U�V���L�Q���D���V�D�Q�G���W�D�E�O�H���F�D�Q���J�L�Y�H���W�K�H���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���L�Q�V�L�J�K�W���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���F�K�L�O�G�·�V���O�H�W�W�H�U��
identification, fine motor and, if there is a peer at the table, social skill development. 

�+�R�Z���G�R���,���U�H�F�R�U�G���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�" 

�x Be sure to date all observations for monitoring progress.  Plan to observe children at various times of day.
�x Record exactly what is observed to remain objective.  Write as many details as possible.
�x Develop a system for taking observational notes, filing them, and retrieving them.
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Recording Technique What is it? 

Anecdotal Notes Short statements of what children are doing.  The note contains the date and time of the 
�R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�����V�H�W�W�L�Q�J�����R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U�V���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O�V�����D�Q�G���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�V���W�K�H���F�K�L�O�G�·�V���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�������'�L��
rect quotes are used.  Anecdotal notes have a beginning, middle and an end. 

Running Records �'�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Y�H�U���D���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�H�G���W�L�P�H���S�H�U�L�R�G���R�I��
typically at least ten minutes.  Everything the child does or says is recorded.  The teach-
�H�U���D�Q�D�O�\�]�H�V���U�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J���U�H�F�R�U�G�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�K�L�O�G�·�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�D�O���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���L�Q���W�K�H���G�R�P�D�L�Q�V�� 

Checklists Designed to record if children are able to complete a particular skill.  For example, a 
teacher may plan a small group activity to see who can cut on a straight line and may 
check whether or not children are able to successfully complete the task. 

Time/Event Sampling �'�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D���F�K�L�O�G�·�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�D�O���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���D���S�H�U�L�R�G���R�I���W�L�P�H�������)�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H����
�W�K�L�V���F�D�Q���E�H���X�V�H�G���W�R���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H���D���F�K�L�O�G�·�V���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U�D�O���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���S�H�H�U�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J���F�L�U�F�O�H���W�L�P�H������
Samplings usually occur for 10-15 minutes at a time over a period of 2-4 weeks.  Observ-
ers can then look for patterns of behavior while analyzing notes. 

Frequency and Duration 
Counts 

Record of the number of times a child exhibits a particular behavior in the classroom and 


