
New York State Education Department RFQ: Teacher and Principal Practice Rubric Providers 

EIDRM .A 

TE.ACHER .AND PRINCIP .AL PRACTICE RUBRIC PRIDVIDERS 
TECHNICAL PROPOSAL - APPLICATION 

Name ofEntity Teachscape Inc. 
Address 71 Stevenson Street, 5tn Floor 

City, State Zip San Francisco, CA 94150 
Phone (415) 369-3700 

Fax ( 415) 344-084 7 
E-mail rfps@teachscape.com 

Name and Title of 
Authorized Contact 

Ken Cucarola, 
Chief Financial Officer 

Address (if different 
from above) 

(same) 

City, State Zip (same) 
Phone (same) 

Fax (same) 
E-mail (REQUIRED) rfps(a),teachscape.com 

Tax I.D. Number 77-0639457 
The organization is: (Please indicate by clicking on the appropriate boxes below:) 

Local Educational Agency (LEA) •
For-profit corporation [2J Click either: 0NY corp. or [2JForeign corp. 
Non-profit corporation • Click either: 0NY corp. or • Foreign corp. 
Limited Liability Company (LLC) • Click either: • NY LLC or • Foreign LLC 
Other • Please specify: 

Vendor Responsibility Question-
naire (VRQ) 

Click either: 
[2J Paper form enclosed with application 
D Submitted online 
D Will not be filed due to exempt status as follows 
(please specify): 

IMPORTANT: For-profit corporations. non-profit corporations. and LLCs, are required to attach 
the following document<s}, as applicable: 

• If a New York State corporation: the Certificate oflncorporation, together with any Certificates of Amend
ments to such document filed to date. 19 (See important footnote below.) 

• If a foreign corporation: (1) the Application for Authority to do business in New York State filed with the NYS 
Dept of State, and (2) the Certificate of Incorporation filed in the St~te of incorporation, (3) together with any 
amendments to such documents filed to date.* (See important footnote below.) 

• If a New York State LLC: the Articles of Organization, together with any amendments to such document filed 
to date. * (See important footnote below.) 

• If a foreign LLC: (1) the Application for Authority to do business in New York State filed with the NYS Dept of 
State, and (2) the aiticles of organization filed in the State of formation, (3) together with any amendments to 
such documents filed to date.* (See imp01tant footnote below.) 

• If the corporation or LLC will use an assumed name in New York State: the certificate of Assumed Name 

Ensure that these documents include appropriate language authorizing the provision of these services. Information pertaining to the 
"Consent Obtaining" process may be accessed at the SED Office of Counsel website at ww_w.counscl.nysed_,gm, or you may also contact the 
Office at 518-474-6400 if you have any questions regarding this requirement. 
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New York State Education Department RFQ: Teacher and Principal Practice Rubric Providers 

ratings had students with average gains (Holtzapple, 
2003). 

4. A multi-year, mixed-methods study was conducted in 
Cincinnati, OH; Los Angeles, CA; Reno/Sparks, NV; 
and Coventry, RI, to analyze the validity of teacher 
evaluation. The study found a "fairly high correlation" 
between teacher activities observed in the classroom 
and student achievement gains in two of the four sites. 
The authors noted these high correlations could be 
from use of data from multiple observations and highly 
trained evaluators, and a common understanding of 
good teaching (Heneman, Milanowski, Kimball, and 



 

 

 
  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
  

  

 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

New York State Education Department RFQ: Teacher and Principal Practice Rubric Providers 

growth effects are provided in Appendix C.  

(3) For the Evaluation of the Excellence in Teaching 
Pilot project Year 2 report an experimental design was 
used. Principals and external observers collected 
classroom observation data using the Danielson 
Framework for Teaching. The Framework reliability 
study hinges on collecting two sets of Framework ratings 
from two independent observers—the principal and the 
external observer. Both parties go into the classroom 
simultaneously, observe a less (usually 30-45 minutes), 
and align their evidence from the observation with the 
Framework to assign a level of performance for 10 
components. Principals and external observers do not 
discuss the lesson and assign rating independently.  

Because a major component of this study is to 
determine if the Danielson Framework for Teaching can 
be used reliably, the researchers used a Many-Facet 
Rasch Measurement (MFRM) Analysis. Rather than use 
a simple Rasch model, which would not take into account 
the fact that there are many different raters or judges, 
the researchers applied the MFRM method. MFRM 
extends the Rasch model to include additional facets. The 
facets included in the analysis are teacher, Framework 
component, rater (includes three external observers and 
each principal), prior checklist evaluation rating, 
observation year, principal cohort, subject area and 
grade level. The MFRM model shows the probability that 
a teacher will get a particular rating (unsatisfactory, 
basic, proficient, or distinguished) taking into 
consideration these categories, or facets, including rater 
severity. The model also provides us with a measure of 
rater severity for each of the observers and principals. 
What results, then, is a measure of teacher ability 
controlling for rater severity. 

3. What type of research design has 
been established to support these 
findings? 
(e.g., experimental, non-experimental, 
quasi-experimental, etc) 

The research designs for these findings were 
experimental and quasi-experimental. 

4. Describe and detail the proposed Clearly labeled tables or charts depicting this scoring/rating 
scoring or rating system associated system should be submitted as appendices. 
with the rubric being submitted. 

All versions of the Framework for Teaching include de-
tailed rubrics describing teaching practice in four do-
mains at each of the four performance levels (Unsatis-
factory, Basic, Proficient, and Distinguished). Please 
refer to Appendix A for the complete Framework for 
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New York State Education Department RFQ: Teacher and Principal Practice Rubric Providers 

Teachscape has a long history of working with districts 
to implement the Framework for Teaching, and, with 
our partner, The Danielson Group, we provide both 
face-to-face and online professional development for 
teachers and evaluators. We are happy to discuss the 
local needs of each LEA and tailor services and tools to 
meet those needs and ensure a successful 
implementation with positive and sustainable results.  
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New York State Education Department RFQ: Teacher and Principal Practice Rubric Providers 

Rhode Island, Texas, Kentucky, and Nevada. Over 
30,000 evaluators have been trained using our online 
evaluator training and assessment system, Teachscape 
Focus, which has also been adopted statewide in 
Illinois.    
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New York State Education Department RFQ: Teacher and Principal Practice Rubric Providers 

TEACHER AND PRINCIPAL PRACTICE RUBRIC PROVIDERS 

TECHNICAL PROPOSAL – S
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New York State Education Department RFQ: Teacher and Principal Practice Rubric Providers 

E0RM D 

TEACHER AND PRINCIPAL PRACTICE RUBRIC PROVIDERS 

Assurances and Signature 

In submitting this application to be included in the State Education Department's Teacher and Principal Practice 
Rubric Service Provider list, I certify that: 

1. The organization will comply with all applicable Federal, State and local health, safety, and civil rights laws. 

2. All individuals employed by or otherwise associated with the organization, who will have direct contact with 
eligible teachers, principals, or students, will be subject to all of the fingerprint and criminal history record 
check requirements contained in law, including, Education Law §§305(30), 1125(3), 1604(39), 1604(40), 
1709(39), 1709(40), 1804(9), 1804(10), 1950(4)(11), 1950(4)(mm), 2503(18), 2503(19), 2554(25), 2554(26), 
2590-h (20), 2854(3)(a-2), 2854(3)(a-3), 3035 and Part 87 of the regulations of the Commissioner of Educa
tion. 

3. All instruction and content will be secular, neutral, and non-ideological. 

4. All instruction and content provided to LEA's will be aligned to the applicable professional standards of 
practice for teachers and/or principals, including but not limited to, the New York State Teaching Standards, 
ISLCC 2008 Leadership standards, New York State Education Law, and the Commissioner's regulations. 

5. The organization is fiscally sound and will be able to complete services to the eligible local educational 
agency. 

The undersigned hereby certifies that I am an individual authorized to act on behalf of the organization in submit
ting this application and assurances. I certify that all of the information provided herein is true and accurate, to the 
best of my knowledge. I understand that, if any of the information contained herein is found to have been deliber
ately misrepresented, that may constitute grounds for denying the applicant's request for approval to be placed in 
the list of Teacher and Principal Practice Rubric Service Providers or for removal from that same list. I further 
ce1tify that the organization will comply with all of the assurances set forth herein. 

1, Name of Organization (PLEASE PRINT/TYPE) 

Teachscape Inc. 

2. Name of Authorized Representative (PLEASE PRINT/TYPE) 

Ken Cucarola 

4. Signature of uthorized Representative! 
(PLEASE LACK/BLUE INK) 

5. ~ed 

0 /'3,, 

3. Title of Authorized Representative (PLEASE PRINT/TYPE) 

Chief Financial Officer 
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New York State Education Department RFQ: Teacher and Principal Practice Rubric Providers 

Request for Exemption from Disclosure 
Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Law 

New York State Public Officers Law, Article 6 (Freedom of Information Law) requires that each 
agency shall make available all records maintained by said agency, except that agencies may deny 
access to records or portions thereof that fall within the scope of the exceptions listed in Public Of-
ficers Law §87(2). 

Any proprietary materials submitted as part of, or in support of, an applicant’s proposal, which ap-
plicant considers confidential or otherwise excepted from disclosure under the Freedom of Infor-
mation Law, must be specifically so identified, and the basis for such confidentiality or other ex-
ception must be specifically set forth. 

Please list all such documents for every portion of the proposal on the form below.  
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